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LOCAL POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

It is considered that the following Policies have a bearing upon the 
application:

'Late Night Refreshment' 
The supply of hot food heated to above ambient temperature or that, after it 
has been sold, can be heated on the licensed Premises) and/or drink to 
members of the public (whether for consumption on or off the licensed 
Premises) between the hours of 11.00pm and 05.00am.

1.7 The Policy does not undermine the rights of any person to apply under 
the 2003 Act for a variety of permissions and have the application 
considered on its individual merits, as well as against the relevant 
policy and statutory framework. It does not override the right of any 
person to make representations on any application or seek a review of 
a licence or certificate where they are permitted to do so under the 
2003 Act.  In formulating this policy the Licensing Authority has had 
regard to the provisions of the Human Rights Act 1998.  This Act 
places a duty on public authorities to protect the rights of individuals in 
a variety of circumstances, and to balance those rights against the 
rights of persons trading in licensable activities and to achieve 
proportionality.  The Licensing Authority has also had regard to the 
Race Relations Act 1976 as amended by The Race Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2000, and to the Disability Discrimination Act 1995.

1.9 The Licensing Authority recognises the aspirations of the legislation 
that longer licensing hours with regard to the sale of alcohol are 
important to ensure that the concentration of customers leaving 
premises simultaneously are avoided. However, there is no general 
presumption in favour of lengthening licensing hours and the four 
licensing objectives will be paramount considerations at all times. 
Where there are objections to an application and the Licensing 
Authority believes that changing the licensing hours would undermine 
the licensing objectives, they may reject the application or grant it with 
appropriate conditions and/or different hours from those requested.

1.10 The object of licensing is to maintain appropriate control of licensed 
premises, qualifying clubs, temporary events and the people who 
manage them or hold personal licences within the terms of the 2003 
Act.  Where any party makes relevant representations, the Licensing 
Authority will seek to make objective judgements as to whether 
conditions may need to be attached to a licence or certificate to secure 
achievement of the licensing objectives. Any such conditions will 
primarily focus on the direct impact of the activities taking place at 
licensed premises on those attending the premises and members of 
the public living, working or otherwise engaged in normal activity in the 
vicinity and will cover issues that are reasonably within the control of 
individual licensees.
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5.0 PREVENTION OF PUBLIC NUISANCE 

5.1 Licensed Premises have a significant potential to adversely impact on 
communities through public nuisances that arise from their operation. The 
Licensing Authority wishes to proactively maintain and protect the amenity of 
residents and other businesses from the potential consequence of the 
operation of licensed Premises, whilst recognising the valuable cultural, social 
and business importance that such licensed Premises provide. 

5.2 The Licensing Authority interprets ‘public nuisance’ in its widest sense and 
takes it to include such issues as noise, light, odour, litter and anti-social 
behaviour, where these matters impact on those living or working in or around 
the licensed Premises. Individuals, clubs or businesses holding a licence, 
certificate or authorisation, are responsible for minimising the impact of their 
activities and public nuisance by their customers/patrons, within the 
immediate area surrounding their licensed Premises, for example on the 
pavement, in a beer garden or in a smoking shelter, where and to the extent 
that these matters are within their control. 

5.3 Applicants need to clearly understand that the Licensing Authority will pay 
particular attention to whether or not stricter Conditions should be imposed, 
including controls on licensing hours, where licensed Premises are in 
residential areas, with a view to protecting the quality of life of residential 
occupiers. 

5.5 Applicants will be encouraged to demonstrate in their Operating Schedule, 
when necessary, that suitable and sufficient measures relevant to the 
individual style and characteristics of their licensed Premises and events, 
have been identified and will be implemented and maintained to prevent 
public nuisance. 

5.6 When addressing the issue of prevention of public nuisance, the applicant 
must consider factors likely to contribute to public nuisance. These factors 
may include: 

 The location of licensed Premises and proximity to residential and 
other noise sensitive premises, such as hospitals, hospices, schools, 
nurseries and places of worship 

 The hours of operation, particularly if between 23.00 and 07.00 
 The nature of activities to be provided, including whether those 

activities are of a temporary or permanent nature and whether they are 
to be held inside or outside the licensed Premises 

 The design and layout of the licensed Premises and in particular the 
presence of noise limiting features 

 The occupancy capacity of the licensed Premises 
 The availability of public transport 
 Last admission time 
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 The steps the applicant has taken or proposes to take to ensure that 
staff leave the licensed Premises quietly 

 The steps the applicant has taken or proposes to take to prevent 
disturbance by patrons arriving or leaving the licensed Premises 

 Whether routes to and from the Premises, on foot or by car or service 
or delivery vehicles, pass residential premises 

 Whether other measures have been taken or are proposed such as the 
use of CCTV or the employment of SIA Registered Door Supervisors 

 The arrangements made or proposed for parking by patrons, and the 
effect of this parking on local residents 

 The likelihood of any violence, disorder or policing problems arising if a 
licence were granted 

 Whether taxis and private hire vehicles serving the licensed Premises 
are likely to disturb local residents 

 The siting of external lighting, including security lighting that is installed 
inappropriately 

 Whether the licensed Premises would result in increased refuse 
storage or disposal problems or additional litter in the vicinity of the 
licensed Premise and any measures or proposed measures to deal 
with this 

 The history of previous nuisance complaints proved against the 
licensed Premises, particularly where statutory notices have been 
served on the present licensees. 

5.7 The following examples of control measures are given to assist applicants 
when preparing their operating schedule, relevant to the individual style and 
characteristics of their licensed Premises and events: 

 Effective and responsible management of the licensed Premises 
 Appropriate instruction, training and supervision of those employed or 

engaged to prevent incidents of public nuisance 
 Control of operating hours for all or parts (e.g. garden areas) of the 

licensed Premises, including such matters as deliveries 
 Adoption of best practice guidance (e.g. Good Practice Guide on the 

Control of Noise from Pubs and Clubs6, produced by Institute of 
Acoustics or "Licensed Property: Noise Control" available from 
www.beerandpub.com). 

 Installation of soundproofing, air conditioning, acoustic lobbies and 
sound limitation devices 

 Management of people, including staff, and traffic (and resulting 
queues) arriving and leaving the licensed Premises 

 Liaison with public transport providers 
 Siting of external lighting, including security lighting 
 Management arrangements for collection and disposal of litter 
 Effective ventilation systems to prevent nuisance from odour. 


